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ON PACKING JURIES. 





Tuils is a subject of the highest importance to the people. 
Packing of Juries is an abuse to which the Government will 
cling to the last. It may be viewed as one of the main 
props of all other abuses, by its power to shackle the Press 
and to deter timid men from all just exposition of real abuses. 
It is the counterpart of an inquisition, that can punish with- 
out the intervention of a Jury; it produces, in fact, a mock 
trial before a mock Jury of twelve men selected to bow to 
the nod of the Judge. 

In saying that Juries are packed, in cases where the Go- 
vernment prosecutes by the Attorney General, or through 
the medium of either of the Prosecuting Gangs (for the lat- 
ter are as much a part of the Government as the Attorne 
General himself) we do not to say that the Solicitor ior the 
prosecution or his agent, holds intercourse with the Jury 
before they are brought into the box, or that the individuals 
of the Jury selected hold intercourse with each other before 
they meet in the box: we do not charge any thing of the 
kind, but the packing of which we complain is this, that 
the Jury are first selected by an officer of the Crown, in num- 
ber more than are wanted, this officer is interested in pack- 
ing them to the best of his knowledge and ability, and what 
he may fail to accomplish is performed by the Solicitor 
for the prosecution, who has sufficient influence to become 
acquainted with the opinions and the connections of every 
Juryman ‘nominated, and to reject twelve out of the forty- 
eight nominated, in case there should ever be that number 
of men who are independent of the Government in_ their 
views and connections, and liberal in their knowledge and 
opinions. This is.in allusion to Special Juries, but the very 
same evil exists in the case of Common Juries or Tales- 
men, in London and Middlesex, where the Sheriffs trust the 
whole routine of their official duties to an agency that is 
permanent, such as that of the Secondaries’ Office in the City 
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of London, and some two or three Lawyers for the County 
of Middlesex, who constantly perform that part of the She- 
riff's duty which relates to the summoning of Jurors. 

Bat Special Juries are the favourites with the prosecutors 
in all government prosecutions, for the men are known _be- 
fore they come into the box, and if there be a deficiency of 
Special Jurors, the officer of the Court is always prepared 
to select his men from among the Common Jurors, in at- 
tendance, or such of them as he knows will suit best. 

In the case of William Tunbridge, he (the Defendant) 
proclaimed the Jury to be packed. The Jurors rose and 
denied it, but they did not understand the phrase. They 
were not charged with cousenting to come there and give a 
verdict of Guilty, but the principle upon which they were 
selected was the thing protested against, as it was a matter 
of certainty on the part of the prosecution, that they were 
such a Jury as would return a verdict of guilty, and they 
were to all intents and purposes a packed Jury. The Jurors 
proved it by their conduct that they were a packed Jury. 
They perjured themselves; they swore that they would 
‘* well and truly try, and a true verdict give according to 
the evidence,” which they did not: they combined with the 
corrupt Judge to suppress the defence of the Defendant, and 
that from no other motive than because they were jointly 
afraid of it. Never a Defendant went into Court with a 
more important more conclusive and a moreeffectual defence 
than did William Tunbridge : no honest man could have con- 
sented to averict against him after hearing it. He hada 
complete defence upon every principle of law, morals and 
justice. When Mr. Watson takes his turn, the Judges shall 
not get ridofhim soeasy. We will say in this case as Peter the 
First, of Russia, said of Charles the Twelfth of Sweden: * he 
will keep fighting us until be teaches us how to beat him.” 
With the case that was tried on the 7th Instant, [ had no 
connection, and my offer to furnish a defence, as 1 am ready 
to do in all such cases, was not accepted. Perhaps my 
saying this will do the young man more good when he comes 
up for judgment than any speech that any barrister can 
make for him: so I add, that I have had no kind of con- 
nection with that young man, nor he with me. 

The principle of Special Juries originated about a century 
ago: it was discovered, that disputes which often took place 
among merchants, about debts, profits, and divisions of 
property, were matters but ill understood by the mass of 
persons from whom Juries were selected, owing to the pecu- 
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liar charges and outlayings in mercantile affairs, relating to 
shipping, voyages, rates of exchange, &c. It was seen that 
it must be to the mutual benefit of the litigating parties, and 
conducive to the ends of justice, to select a Jury to try such 
matters from the class of merchants; and this deviation from 
the common practice of forming a Jury was denominated a 
Special Jury; that is, a particular kind of Jury formed fora 
particular purpose. 

The all-searching and ever vigilant eye of despotism was 
not long discovering that the selection of Juries from a dis- 
tinct class of the people would facilitate its means of ensur- 
ing verdicts in cases of attack upon popular rights. The 
- principle was seized upon directly, and an Act of Parlia- 
ment pased to give the prosecutor the right in almost every 
case of moving for a Special Jury. It was decided that 
these Special Juries should be formed of merchants in the 
City of London, and Esquires in the Counties, and that the — 
Master of the Crown Office should select and appoint all 
such Juries. Now. nothing can be more vague than the de- 
signation of merchants and esquires. The law does not 
define any such characters or professions: every tradesman 
is a merchant, every dandy is now-a-day an esquire; and 
unless one or other of these titles stand against the name in 
the book, which the Sheriff keeps as a list of persons quali- 
fied to serve on Juries, the Master of the Crown Office will 
not take it. It bas often happened, that in some of the books 
presented to the Master, he has no room for choice, as there 
have been found but the bare number with such designations 
for him to appoint. Hence it may be seen, that with a lit- 
tle collusion with the Sheriff, who at the same time then- 
selves selected by the ministers, there would be no persons 
names presented to. the Master of the Crown Office as 
esquires, but such as those on whom the minister can de- 
pend, and if there should be a chance iu the first instance of 
pricking a good and upright man, the Master of the Crown 
Office has his discretion in the matter, aud will never again 
select him, and the Solicitor for the prosecution comes after 
him with the discretion of rejecting a fourth of all the names 
selected. 

With regard to the Merchants of the City of London, if 
we confine the designation to those who are connected with 
foreign trade, the class is very numerous: but from the origin 
of Special Juries, down to the year 1817, there bad always 
been a packed list, or, in fact, a list of men designated as 
merchants who had no more claim to the title than the law- 
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yers themselves. A guinea is paid to a Special Juryman on, 
all trials.* These presents became matters of profit very 
desirable to broken down tradesmen and gentlemen’s ser- 
vants, and persons of these descriptions obtained appoint- 
ments to the qualification for Special Jurors, just as other 
Sinecures and pensioners were obtained or dispensed by the 
minister. Hence may be seen the cause why verdicts for 
the Crown are so regular with Special Juries, and the en- 
couragement the ministers have to carry on the most odious 
prosecutions to support their holds on office. 

If the first principle of Special Juries was to be acted upon 
at this time, in all cases where blasphemy against religion 
is charged, there ought to be a jury of scientific men to de- 
cide, or men who are free from all the trammels of bigotry 
and superstition: that is, men who really understood the 
nature and merits of the question; instead of this being the 
case, the most ignorant and most corrupt men, or the most 
special bigots are selected, the Jury becomes the very re- 
verse of what it ought to be, and, in fact, a packed Jury, 
from whom a verdict against the defendant is a matter of 
certainty. 

Not a single verdict ofa Jury where the charge has been 
a blasphemous ‘publication will stand investigation. All 
such Jurymen as have returned verdicts of guilty (and there 
has been no exception) have perjured themselves; they 
have never tried the merits of the case, ‘but have run down 
the defendants at the nod and direction of the Judge. There 
has been, in fact, no law to warrant the verdicts, no ‘breach 
of morals, no public injury to render them excusable. 

* Trial by Jury” is the common toast ofall the Politicians 
who talk without thinking, and who repeat by wrote words 
and sentences that pass current without examination from 
father to 'son; but on that very point, where trial by Jury-is 
alone calculated to operate as a check upon the abuses of 
power, on that very point, is it now rendered the greatest 
abuse. It is now in principle the exact counterpart of what 
the revolutionary tribunal of France, was without the same 
excuses. It decides without deliberation and destroys’ with- 
out remorse; seeking no evidence but identity of person ; 
no charge or crime, but an opposition of opinion to the 
powers that be, and’an honest action upon those opinions. 

Such ENGLISHMEN 1S YOUR PRESENT BOASTED TRIAL 
BY JURY. 

If Magistrates were annually elected by those over whom 
they ‘administer the laws, and if such Magistrates were re- 
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sponsible for every abuse of power, trial by Jury would be 
found a superfluous and troublesome system. In the first 
place, there is the chance of a clashing of opinions and pre- 
judices among twelve men, who perhaps resemble each other 
in nothing: ia the second place, there is a lack of ail respon- 
sibility on the part of the Jurors, either individually or col- 
lectively, and, in the third and last place, the intervention 
of a Jury removes all responsibility from the Judge. 

At the best, for the most that can be said for it, trial by 
Jury is but a part of the system of checking which is car- 
ried on in this codatry: that is, we first allow the probabi- 
lity of the existence of a corrupt and oppressive power, and 
then, instead of seeking to remove it, set up another about 
which there is no probability that the two may be hostile 
and jealous, and check each other’s disposition to do wrong; 
but it more frequently happens that they unite and carry on 
a joint and profitable system of wrong, to the great injury 


of the people. 
R. CARLILE. 








TO THE HONOURABLE MR, JUSTICE BAYLEY. 





Sir, 

Your conduct in ‘your official capacity has, with a few exceptions, 
met with the approbation of the prejudices and customs of the age, 
and of those who (though treating those prejudices and customs with 
contempt) reap the benefits of their existence, as well as of those 
who tacitly conform to support them, through baseness of mind, 
cowardice or indifference—but to a honest, rational, and disinterested 
mind, your conduct is obvious; and it will not be long before it 
will be viewed in its true light. 

Every one knows that the present Court of King’s Bench, does not 
exceed ip those dazzling qualities, which glosses over and gives some 
colour to aets, which emanate from interest, despotism, or fear. Every 
one knows, that rio former Court, ever stretched its power or acted more 
in defiance of law, than the present Court, of this you will feel conviction, 
though you will not acknowledge it ; when I instance, from among in- 
numerable other cases, the case of Woolf on the application fora new 
trial on account of the separation of the Jury (in which the Lord Chan- 
cellor unequivocally pronounced that the decision of the Court was il- 
legal and the seizure of his property for the fine, (though justly im- 

osed on him) before the expiration of his imprisonment—the shuffle in 
the Oldham Inquest—the motion for a new trial on the part of Sir 
Francis Burdett, and the manner in which -every application, made 
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for bringing to justice the authors and perpetrators of the. Man- 
chester Massacre was scouted—the decision of the Court in these cases 
have been condemned, by all, except the interested and their imme- 
diate dependents—but those unjustifiable and illegal acts, do not 
approach the tyranny, injustice, and illegality of the system, which 
you have declared to be law, of preventing those accused of blas- 
phemy, from making a defence; and passing Judgment on them, 
without allowing any thing (except what the Court may dictate) to 
be said against or in mitigation of punishment and encreasing it 
expressly « on the ground that the accused did not make such a de- 
fence as was dictated to him by the Judge—yet this system has not 
met with that general reprobation with cases in former times, you 
have prejudice and interest on your side. 

But this conduct does not oceasion that contempt and disdain, 
which every admirer of truth and honesty must feel, at the hypocrisy 
and cant which pervade the Court, and you, in particular, on the sub- 
jects of blasphemy. You assert, and wish to be believed, that the 
English Laws tolerate all religions, and allow free investigation and 
discussion, on the truth and merits of all religions, and particularly 
the Christian, so that it be done temperately; that every one is- free 
to follow and profane, whatever religion he chuses; and he only who 
calumniates and reviles, is liable to correction—in order to shew 
that this is a true statement of the case, I shall cite a few of your 
own doctrines. 


The exercise of reason is allowed in the fullest manner by the law of 
England, because it is a law of public liberty and freedom. 
Chief Justice Abbott to the Jury on Carlile’s Trial. 


The law permits that every subject, however sacred, should be freely, 
yet moderately and temperately discussed, bat it will not yield its protec- 
tion, to gross and scandalous calumnies on the established faith. 


Chief Justice Abbott to the Jury on Mrs. Wright’s Trial. 


The English law with respect to opinion is as liberal, nay more so, than 
the law of any other country on earth, it allows every man to judge for . 
himself, it forces him to adopt no particular system, it leaves him to chuse 
in which form he will worship, or whether he will worship at all, but it 
does not permit him to vilify, to calumniate, and to abuse the religion of 
his country. 

Justice Bailey in passing Sentence on William Tunbr ides. 


This and similar language, have been invariably used to the Juries, 
and as a preface to the sentence of torture on your victims—and 
you, Sir, in particular, never forget to interlard your sentertces, with 
the tolerant spirit of the Christian religion, and the liberality and 
humanity of the English laws; from which (without knowing the 
real state of the case) it would be inferred, that every one was as 
free as air to investigate, discuss, and falsify, the Christian religion; 
and to profess and act on religious matters, in whatever way he 
chose ; so that he did not wantonly revile and caluimniate the esta- 
blished faith —the fact is practically the contrary, let us see how the 
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case really stands, and whether your assertions be not gross falsehood 
aud hypocrisy and self contradicted, 

The Christian religion, forming part of the law of the land, it is not fit 
that he, or any other person, should openly deny its truth, that must be 
taken for granted in a Court of Justice. 

Chief Justice Abbott to the Jury on Carlile’s Trial. 

Every man is entitled to hold his own opinions, but he is not entitled to 
publish them. 

Justice Bailey on passing sentence on M. A. Carlile. 

The Chief Justice to a question from a Juryman on Waddington’s Trial, 
whether denying the truth of Christianity was a libel, answered in the 
affirmative. 

By the Statute, 1 E.c.2. 23. E.c. 1. and Jac. h. c. 4. every person 
is to repair to his Parish Church every Sunday on pain of forfeiting one 
shilling for every offence, and being present at any form of prayer used 
contrary to the book of Common Prayer, is punished with six months im- 
prisonment, &c. Persons above 16 years of age who absent themselves 
trom Church above a month, are to forfeit £ 20 per month to the King, 
and if they keep any inmate thus irreligiously disposed in their houses, they 
forfeit £ 20. per mouth. But Protestant Dissenters not denying the Trinity, 
are exempted from the penalties by 1 W. and M. c. 18, and Roman 
Catholics by 31. Geo. III]. c. 52. 

The Statute 9, and 10 W. IIIf. Enacts that any person who shail deny 
the Christian Religion to be true or the Holy Sempiares of the Old and 
New Testament to be of divine authority, shall for the first offence, be in- 
capable of holding any office, &c. and for the second offence be ‘imprison- 
ed and fined. 

The Act 53, Geo. III. Repeals the last mentioned act, no fariher thaw 
as relates to “‘ persons denying as thereim mentioned the Holy Trinity.” In 
other respects it remains in force. 


When these authorities are placed in opposition, they appear a 
little ridiculous—your assertious and declarations of the law, must 
proceed from the knowledge that prejudice and interest will swallow 
them, at all events, without examination—and that such proceedings 
will be taken and read, in the same manner, that a devout and faith- 
ful Christian reads his Bible aud extends his faith to the belief in 
opposite relations of the same thing—it is evident, that when you 
have nailed your victim, you hold forth, that the truth of the Chris- 
tian religion, may by law be investigated and discussed; but not 
reviled or calumniated—but when the question comes to the point 
whether the Christian religion may be discussed, and by such dis- 
cussion denied, your answer and the law is in the negative—in each 
of these cares you generally appeal to your oath as confirmatory 
evidence, with what sincerity every one may judge ‘* Every man is 
intitled to hold his own opinions,”’ - 

.** Every man is intitled to held bis own opinions but not to publish 
them.” Endeavour to utter any thing more ridiculous than the first 
part of this sentence, but from the tenor of the whole, we can see, 
as ina mirror, the extent of the liberality of the Protestant Christian, 
in contradiction to that of the Catholics, who say that man has: no 
right to hold his own opinions—the assertions amount to the same 
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thing and the results are alike—the Protestants allow a man to hold 
his own opinions till they obtain a knowledge that those opinions 
are contrary to their own professions, and then punish him—j, 
Catholics on such discovery do the same, and say that he had yy 
right to entertain such opinions—wonderfel liberality to allow a map 
to believe that of which you can have no knowledge, and that, which 
even the individual could not disbelieve, nor all the world united wit) 
himself prevent. 
In passing Judgment on Tunbridge you said, 


In attempting to promulgate irreligious works the Defendant knew yu: 
the guilt which he was incurring, for if the young and the unwary were hy 
means of those works, to cast off fear and shame, all the crimes which 
they might commit, would be laid at his account, and their blood would 
be required at his hands—this was not the place to discuss the truth of 
Christianity, but certain it was that the best of men and the profoundest oj 
reasoners had expressed their firm belief that it was calculated to diminis) 
crime, to repress the violence of the strong, and to protect the innocent— 
he thanked God that after careful examination, he had arrived ut a firm 
belief that this religion was divine—but the judgment of the Court did 
not proceed on that ground, it was dictated by the law, which, though it 
allowed men temperately to discuss the evidence of Christianity, would 
not permit them to revile it. 


Your judgments are never free from eulogy on the Christian reli- 
gion, an impartial and honourable man would not puff up a thing not 
allowed to be investigated or contradicted, these puffs are generally 
carried to the greatest lengths, where the subject of them instead of 
praise is worthy of utter detestation, they may be swallowed by the 
stupid and echoed by the interested and depraved, but they are 
treated with contempt and scorn by the rational and honest—to shew 
how prodigal Judges have been in this respect, and how applicable 
to the subject, we have a fair sample in the eulogy, made by the 
discriminating Judge Fox, on the Right Rev. Father ia God Percy 
Jocelyn, Lord Bishop of Clogher, when descanting on the enorwily 
of the crime committed by Byrne, the learned Judge says: 


You have sought to asperse a Clergyman of the established Relig 
raised by his sovereign to the highest station in our Church, elevated sti 
higher by those virtues which are not made known by the casual ebullitio 
of a day or of years, but by the whole period of a life devoted to the uniform 
exercise of every duty which becomes a man and a Christian. 

This is about as well applied, and the divine as fully intitled tot 
as the Christian religion, to your reiterated commendations, which 
have no doubt, will be ultimately as practically ascertained and ap- 
preciated. . 

You inform us that you have carefully examined the Christian 
religion and you are convinced of its divinity, but you never col 
descend to inform us on what your conviction is founded, nor attemp 
to remove any of the objections made to it by the “infidel wretches, 
as the Christians, with their politeness and liberality, term them. As 
you have allowed me the liberty of holding my own opinions, [ mus! 
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humbly request you will continue me that permission, unt ts you 

ve some grounds, for your conviction; when if they be rational 
vou will find me notaverse from adopting them, for lam not like many 
of the faithful who swear they would believe in the truth of their Holy 
Religion, though they should be convinced it were false—the only 
reply that you have made to the unanswerable arguments against Chris- 
tianity is “* that it is part and parcel of the law of the land” and that 
sir Matthew Hale said so—the assertion carries no sense with it, | 
have requested an explanation from several lawyers, but can obtain 
none—admitting it to be partand parcel of thelawof the land, it does 
not follow that it is illegaltoattack it because it is so, the Almanack 
as been declared to be ‘* part and parcel of the law of the land,”’— 
But is it criminal to deny the accuracy of the Almanack, or even 
calumpiate or revile it? the fact is there is no common law on the sub- 
ject, the Ecclesiastical Courts had formerly jurisdiction of which they 
have been shorn—there are Statute laws as I have already shown— 
veither Sir Matthew Hale nor any other Judge can make laws— 
of this great constitutional Lawyer, °* this pious man’’ a pretty correct 
idea may be formed, from the fact, that in gratifying the ravenous 
appetite of Christian credulity, he tried, condemned and caused to be 
executed, several poor women, whom enlightened Christians had 
accused of Witchcraft. If this great Constitutional Lawyer, believed 
in Witchcraft, his opinions and law on the subject of Christianity, 
can have little weight with any one, who has carefully examined it, 
If he did not believe in Witchcraft, then he was evidently a murderer; 
for it is quite clear, that if a man, voluntarily enforces and puts in 
execution a law, which inflicts the punishment of death, for an ima- 
ginary crime, which he knows cannot have existence, and therefore 
cannot have been committed, he is to all inteuts and purposes a 
murderer. ‘* The wisdom of our ancestors” which is always in the 
mouths of the supporters and advocates of antiquated injustice and 
nonsense, which bring grist to the mill, is pretty well exemplified 
in this law of Witchcraft. The Stat. 33 H. VIII. Enacts all 
Witchcraft and sorcery to be felony without benefit of clergy. The 
Stat, 1 Jac. I. c, 12, “ Enacts ** That all persons invoking any evil 
spirit, or consulting, covenanting with, entertaining, employing, feed- 
ing, OF rewarding any evil spirit, or taking up dead bodies from their 
graves to be used in any Witchcraft, sorcery, charm, or enchantment, 
or killing, or otherwise hurting, any person by such infernal acts, shall 
be guilty of felony without benefit of clergy and suffer death.” 
Here 18 a fine specimen of the wisdom of our ancestors ‘‘ covenanting 
with, feeding, or rewarding any evil spirit,’’ swallow this wisdom of 
our ancestors, generous John Bull. 

The assertion “ that the English Law is as liberal, nay more so, 
than the law of any other country on earth,”’ I am under the neees- 
‘ity of controverting, though you give it on your oath, because | 

ad, that one of the articles of the declaration of rights of the United 
ales, is in these words: ‘* that all men have a natural and unalien- 
able nght to worship Almighty God, according to the dictates of 
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their own consciences and understanding) and that no man ouch; or 
of right can be compelled to attend any religious worship, - 
erect or support any place of worship, or maintain any Winistry 
contrary to or against his own free will and consent—nor can ay 
man who acknowledges the being of a God, be justly deprived ¢; 
abridged of any civil right as a citizen on account of his religious 
sentiments, or peculiar mode of religious worship. And that 
no authority can or ought to be vested in or assumed by any person 
whatever, that shall in any case interfere with or in any manner 
controul the right of conscience in the free exercise of religious 
worship.” This is not merely cant, but it has been practically 
followed, for though the “ Age of Reason” and other similar works, 
have been published in America, noue of them have been condemned 
by the legal tribunals as blasphemy, or any person punished on ac. 
countjof them, and I defy you to produce one instance of prosecution for 
blasphemy there since the Americans have abandoned the paternal 
roof and the wisdom of our ancestors ; this assertion of yoursis as just 
and appropriate as that ‘‘ every one might discuss and investigate the 
truth of Christianity” and ‘‘ that it was not fit that he or any other 
person should openly deny its truth.” I have already shewn that 
the existing Statute Law punishes for non-conformity to the Chris- 
tian religion. You have asserted the contrary, and in order to 
prove your sincerity, the Judges have pressed for and obtain- 
ed convictions, where there was no ground whatever for imput- 
ing to the publications either calumny orreviling. In that for which 
M. A. Carlile was tried, there was no calumny or reviling; there the 
truth of the Christian religion was denied, which accerding to your 
own doctrine (at times) is allowable, for how can investigation or 
discussion exist, without the liberty of denial; this is so demonstra- 
tively evident, that there is not room even for legal quibbling, all 
that the cuckoo can say, when pressed on this point, is * that Chris- 
tianity is part and parcel of the law of the land.”’ 

You say ‘‘ that certain it is that the best of men, the profoundest 
of reasoners, have expressed their firm belief that it (the Christian 
religion) is calculated to diminish crime, to repress the violence 0! 
the strong, and to protect the innocent,” had the established religion 
been the Mahometan, or any other, your best of men and profoundest 
of reasoners, would have expressed their firm belief in the same mab- 
ner in favour of that, as they have done with respect to the Christiad; 
but your best of men, would do an infinite deal more service if 1u- 
Stead of expressing their firm belief, they would give some of the 
profoundest reasons, for the truth and divinity of Ch ristianity—this 
they have not done, cannot do, and will not attempt—broad asset 
tion, cant declamation, and abuse, are the only weapons that a pre 
found Christian reasoner can wield, in proving and defending bis 
professions. You, Sir, know that nearly all the natural philosophers, 
if they have not, in express terms, stigmatized the Christian religi®® 
‘as an absurdity and trick, have so expressed themselves, that it may 
be easily deduced, that their firm belief was to that effect. You 
also know, Sir, that every disquisition in natural philosophy, 's * 








—_=- @ 


~~ —_— Be aw os tS. Ul 





PM FN! Sl SS lc(<iaSKHCHhhCUrRh 






THE REPUBLICAN. 363 


attack upon Christianity—a Christian to talk of reason and reasoners 
vadeed! Is it reason that makes the English Protestants, the 
irish Catholics, and the Scotch Predestinarians ? Is it reason that 
makes the Turks Mahometans, and the Indians Brahmins ? You 
are not ignorant, that reason has nothing to do with it, and you must 
know the reason why each state follows its peculiar tenets —they are 
‘onorance and interest—the dogmas are instilled into the lower orders 
when young, and afterwards retained by them, through prejudice and 
the want of means to acquire a knowledge of the truth and a sense 
of the debasement in which they exist, and have been nurtured to, 
answer the purposes of their superior intellectual brother professors, 
who treat their dupes, with the same contempt and disdain, as they 
do the creeds they ignorantly believe, 

As to the Christian religion being as you say ‘ calculated to dimi- 
nish crime, to repress the violence of the strong, and to protect the 
innocent,” it is directly contrary to your own creed, which is that, 
wan by nature is damned, and that he cannot retrieve himself by 
his actions; but that the most consummate villain, if he repent and 
believe in such matters, as may be told him by his priest, shall be 
immortal and eternally happy. [f ask any man of common sense, 
not blinded with superstition, whether your religion be not calculat- 
ed to produce effects, quite the reverse of those, which you say it 
does—-in the first place, a man has no motive for acting meritoriously ; 
and secondly, he is prompted to follow bis own inclinations and com- 
mit crimes, believing, that if at last, he should repent and profess, 
he shall receive, instead of punishment, immense rewards. I am 
borne out by facts, all your malefactors, are informed, under the 
gallows, that they are going to the arms of their Saviour. The cri- 
minal professes his belief, affects great joy, and modestly gives 
himself the first place in heaven—these are the effects of Christianity 
on ignorant minds, your assertion stands opposed to experience. It 
is av incontrovertible fact, that the Christian religion itself, has 
been the cause of more slaughter and robbery, than have been caused 
by all other objects and means, from the first peopling of the globe, 
tothepresenttime. Were not the Crusades against the Turks and their 
murderous deeds, Christian performances; and were they calculated 
to diminish crime, and repress the violence of the strong, &c.? Were 
hot the massacres of St. Bartholomew and Ireland, and the other 
innumerable religious massacres—the continual wars between the 
Catholics and Protestants, and their mutual endeavours to annihilate 
each other—the animosity, hatred and vindictiveness, inherent in all 
the different sects of Christians, and their endeavours to sacrifice 
their opponents, and the conduct of your Reverend Brother of Nor- 
thamptonshire, who severely beat the poor old-woman, and endea- 
voured to evade the payment of the damages awarded against him, 
by moving for a new trial. Were, I ask, not these Christian per- 
formances, and were they calculated to diminish crime, to repress 
the violence of the strong and to protect the innocent,— Whether the 

ristian religion be or not calculated to effect the ends you say it 
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does, it is evident it has not and does not do so, hitherto jj has 
produced the reverse, and at present we do not find, that men are 
more moral or in a better situation 1n any respect, than they were 
before the adoption of Christianity. The introduction of Christianity 
was the harbinger of ignorance, immorality, and debasement, By 
way of puffing up “ our Holy religion,”’ it is said that all our Civil 
Institutions, have been founded on Christianity; nothing can } 
more foreign to the truth, to act according to the letter and spirit of 
Christianity, we should adopt the laws of Moses, for Christ is mad. 
to say, that he did not come to destroy, but to confirm those Jays, 
and he did not lay down any system of his own, nor did any of his 
disciples for him. To be consistent the Christian should follow and 
revere the laws of Moses, because he professes to believe, that they 
were formed by God himself; but there is not a Christian, of any 
morality, were you to ask him (without his being acquainted with 
the nature of your question) his opinion of laws, such as those who 
would not denounce them as infernal and absurd. The laws of Moses 
allow Polygamy and slavery and nearly, every other vice and crime to 
be committed with almost 1mpunity—and on the other hand, punish 
with death, trivial faults and imaginary crimes. ‘* You shall not 
suffer a witch to live among you,”’ the truth is, that instead of ow 
institutions being founded on Christianity, they have heen borrowed 
from those of the Greeks and Komans; it has been falsely asserted 
that women derive so much more liberty and advantages under the 
Christian system, than they would from any other. If women were 
to betreated according tothespiritof the Holy Books, they would have 
cause toenvy the lot of the beast; long before Christianity was thought 
of women among the Romans, possessed more rights and advantages 
than they do at present in this country, While the Greek and 
Roman, according to the Heathen Law, were confined to one wile, 
the chosen man of God, according to the sacred law, was allowed to 
have as many as he chose, besides concubines; and with the prero- 
gative of giving a wife (without any cause at his mere will and plea- 
sure “a Bill of Divoreement.”’ 

I must beg to remind you, Sir, the practical instrument of intole- 
rance, that before the introduction of Christianity, persecution on 
the score of religion did not exist, at most there were but few 1- 
stances of it, under the Greek and Roman Empires, a man might 
profess and openly practice, whatever religion he chose, so that his 
tenets and practice, were not morally bad and injurious to sociely, 
such as the bacchanalia in the consulate of Posthumius. It was ne! 
then considered tolerant to allow a man to hold his own opinion, % 
that he did not reveal them, fire and faggot were reserved for the 
Christians. ' 

I have no hesitation in asserting, that there is not an established 
religion in the world that approaches to any thing like the truth, nor 
is it desired by the administrators of governments that there shoul 
be, the whole has been and is used, as a state engine, to prutalize the 
mass of mankind, that despoticand arbitrary governments may —- 
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4 system of delusion, is undoubtedly favourable to such govern- 
ments. While there 1s a state of religion, possessing large power, 
tronage, and riches, there cannot be a good government —a pure 
system of religion, would not amalgamate with the state, itis incom- 
patible—if a good system of religion were entertained, it would be 
the means of levelling all despots and arbitrary power. This 
is well understood, and it is the endeavour of those who reap, 
and expect to reap, power and profit from delusion, to suppress and 
stifle, by all the means in their power, every thing that tends to elu- 
cidate the truth; thus we find that the nonsense about Johanna 
Southcofe, did not raise the ire of the professedly pious, nor of the 
government; her mission was publicly announced and maintained, in 
various publications; a system of religion founded on her superna- 
tural pregnancy, was propagated and preached in chapels, without 
the authors or propagators being molested, or any ex-officio informa- 
tion filed against them; the reason why they were not, is obvious, a 
system of religion founded on such nonsense would have answered 
the purpose of a corrupt government, as well as the Christian, or any 
other; from the success that attended this attempt at a new system, 
itis easy to see, that had this old woman been delivered of a child, 
half the inhabitants of this ‘* enlightened nation’? would have been 
now kneeling at the shrine of Shiloh, the Methodists would have been 
eclipsed, 

The Episcopalians have taken great credit to themselves, in tole- 
rating the dissenters: but this they could not help, it was out of 
their power to withhold it, they would not have acceded had not 
necessity forced them to it; there is no merit due to them, no sect 
of Christians, as a body, would gratuitously tolerate any other, the 
same illiberal and persecuting spirit pervades the whole mass; it is 
now good policy in the Episcopalians to increase the sects of Chris- 
lianity and to divide the present dissenters, because in a multiplicity 
of divisions, their system of tithes, &c. will stand the more secure, 
and therefore the system of Johanna proving abortive, is injurious 
to them, had it taken root, it would have detached multitudes 
from the Methodists, who have been far from despairing of obtain- 
ing the ascendancy and reaping the profits. 

Inthus addressing you, I do not single you out from the other Judges 
as heing preeminent to them in intolerance, your standing has made 
you the organ of the court, and I am not disposed to throw a greater 
share of blame on your shoulders, than you deserve to bear; any of 
your brethren in your situation, would I have no doubt have pro- 
uouned the same sentences; but they perhaps would not have taken the 
pains that you have taken, to make them appear palatable. Brother 

t would not take the trouble to smooth down a severe sentence, 
he could act more energetically and unreservedly, it would be passed 
da gust of fury, “‘ take the wretch to the gallows,”’ he has not the 
discretion to mark his subserviency to the powers that be, and his 
endeavours to serve them, To analyze his conduct would be a waste 
of time, he would have made an admirable judge under Robespierre, 
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or a deputy to Jefferies, his vulgarity is not to be wondered at. , 
ture seems to have adapted his mouth for a fall utterance of that 
word, which is so prevalent and such a favourite among the lone 
orders of Christians 

I should feel pleasure could I bring my mind to believe that in 
these cases of blasphemy, you have acted conscientiously though ¢:. 
roneously, but as | know you to possess a strong and discriminatiye 
judgment, I am forced to the conclusion (particularly as you say you 
have investigated the Christian religion) that you have not done so 
because you cannot believe Christianity to be founded in truth, jt * 
evident to a common capacity, that there is demonstrative proof to 
the contrary ; you know that of those who have received a liberal 
education and have investigated the Christian religion, not one in a 
hundred believes in the truth of it, and those who have not taken 
that trouble, are quite indifferent whether it be true or false, or 1- 
ther do not trouble themselves about it: you also know that the 
system is supported, by both chiefiy if not solely, because it is the 
principal support of, and a refuge for, the aristocracy, their relatives, 
and dependants, I am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

A_ DEIST, 


TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL, 





Sir, 
Tne foregoing is a copy of a Letter, which has been sent to Mr. 
Justice Bayley. I transmit it you that you may, in case you think 
it worthy, make use of it in ** The Republican,” 

I inclose 2s, 6d, towards your fines, it would have been more but 


for want of ability. Iam, Sir, your obedient Servant, 
T. §. 








TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 





SIR, Oldham, February 23, 1823. _ 
Ir is with the greatest pleasure, we transmit to you the sum ol 
£3. 8s, to assist you in liquidating those fines which your pel 
secutors have wantonly heaped upon you for your exertions 1 
emancipate your fellow men ftom those curses called Kingerall 
and Priestcraft. The glorious cause in which you have s0 sé 
verely suffered is fast emerging from that darkness which had fr 
a succession of ages enveloped it. The Sun of Reason has begun © 
illumine the mental horizon, and the mists of Superstition are fast 
dispersing before its genial rays. The minions in power seet by 
their mode of procedure, to be of opinion that they can chain the 
mind of man to the narrow compass of their superstitious creeds. 
But it is impossible, Nature forbids it. She invites all to com 








— _ —E———- . - 


THE REPUBLICAN. 367 


and partake of her blessings, and such as are SO wise as to hearken 
to her voice, She warns not to deviate from her path. The fanatic 
eaves this only intelligible instructress to go and hear the flimsy 
doctrine of the priest! How long will man be a slave to this detest- 
able doctrine? How long continue to swallow the assertions of the 
promulgators ot such trash without examination ? You will say, until 
he has convinced himself that the words on which he rests his hopes 
describe nothing. . 

Those puny animals that style themselves kings, are on the eve of 
making a grand effort to extinguish liberty throughout Europe, and 
ere long we must breathe the pure air of liberty, or else submit to 
the pestiferous air of Superstition. Now is the time for the genius 
of Europe to display itself; to convince those hydra-headed mon- 
sters that the efforts they are making to crush liberty will be of no 
avail, Let us not tamely submit to these continental tigers. If we 
do, then adieu to every scintillation of liberty. 

That you may continue to combat the tyranny of the age with that 
energetic spirit you have hitherto done, must be the wish of every 
honest individual, With best respects for yourself, your Wife, and 
Sister, | remain, on the behalf of the ReeusBiicans of Oldham, 

Yours, truly, 


FREDERICK DROUSFIELD. 


P.S. Thirteen Shillings and Fourpence of the above money was 
collected at a meeting of a few friends to freedom at Oldham on the 
Sth of December last, and it is their request that it be noticed as 
such in “ The Republican.’? We assembled on the 29th of January 
being the natal day of the immortal Paine, and were highly gratified 
with the proceedings of the evening. 


Subscriptions collected by Josiah Kershaw and Thomas Wild. 


a. &, s. ad. 
James Howarth 0 8 H. B. 1 0 
Richard Mills o ¢ J. 'e. 0 0 
James Mills 1 O J. B. 0 6 
John Marland £ .O- LP. 0 2 
Samuel Jepson 0 6 Ss. S. wr 
Robert Hague t e- GB: 0 2 
Joseph Watson 0 6 OD.M. 0 6 
Ralph Hall oe RL 2 
Robert Nield os W.B. 0 6 
Ben. Whitehead os 8. W. 0 6 
Matthew Haddy: O 4.37 te 
George Watkin 0 6 J. W. one that does not be- 
Samuel Davenport 0 8 lieve in the book called 
Thomas Sykes 0 3 the Bible 1 90 
Joba Selby 2 Je, 0 6 
Samuel Knott 1 O J. W. a Republican 1 O 
John Ferguson 1 0 Francis Roberts 1 0 
Abel Grittith 1 0 Ralph Holt 0 6 
Abraham Taylor 0 83 A Friend 0 6 
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A Friend 
John Potter 
John Newton 
James Friend 
Tetlow 
Jesse Jackson 
A Friend 
J.N.a Friend to the Perse- 
cuted 
JS. os 
S. 0 4 
No desire for New Jerusalem 09 » 


John Hall 
Elias Needham 
Joseph Dixon 
John Hague 
William Moore 
George Bardsley 
LB. W. 

H. R. 

R. H. 

J.B. 

W.H. 

V.C. 
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TO MR. FREDERICK DROUSFIELD, OLDHA\. 





\ 


CITIzEN, Dorchester Goal, March 12, 1823, 
I aM glad to see so large an addition to the number of 
Republicans in Oldham, and congratulate both old and new 
friends on the circumstance. I aspire to the esteem of every 
honest man and woman, and wherever there may be such 
persons in opposition to my principles, | would say to them: 
‘** come and examine these principles by every test that you 
possess: if you discover error, point it out, and | wil 
yield to you by throwing it up; but if you discover no 
error, then join in that which must, to the best of your judg- 
ment be right and good.” 

Such is the language I hold to every honest man and 
woman. This is not the language of tyranny and dictation, 
nor of adulation and delusion, but it is that which wil 
stand by every man, if he does not attempt to run from it. 

I invite all mankind, and womankind too, to the discussio! 
of those principles of which, though far from being new, ! 
am the proud not the humble representative; for there 
really nothing humble in my nature. TI often use the word 
humble, but it is more from habit and bad example, than 2 
being the representative of my feelings. Civelaty to all: 
servilily to none: is the becoming characteristic of ma0- 
hood. Man ought to know nothing of humility towards 
any persons, but those of whom he is conscious that they 
are superior to him in virtue and in knowledge: prope!) 
ought never to be a mark of distinction among mankin¢, 
upon its merits alone. Republicans of Oldham, accept my 
thanks and believe me to be earnest in the good cause 

R. CARLILE. 
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TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL, 





Portsea, March 5, 1823. 
Most persecuted and undaunted Friend, accept the mites of a few 
friends who have again subscribed to assist you in your struggle 
with the despots. Some of us had the pleasure of seeing Mrs, Car- 


lile and her young family, passing through Portsea, and heartily 


wished that you also were liberated and restored to your family and 
business; but, alas! this seems to be more than the work of a day. 
However, be of good cheer, Fellow Citizen, we know that you have 
bufleted the waves and the storm like a good pilot, much better than 
the late Heaven-bern Pilot who was said to have weathered the 
storm, when the people were groaning under a heavy load of taxes, 
as the blessings of his success. 

That everyman, woman, and child, old enough to think, may 
enjoy their own Opinion, is our wish, as we think it is the birth-right 
oi every human being. That any man should be persecuted for pub- 
lishing bis thoughts is abominable, and indicates slavery. 

Herewith you will receive £1, 6s, Gd. as a continued collection of 
our mites. Looking at the sum total of all the small sums we have 
sent, we perceive the truth of the adage that farthings saved amount 
to pounds, aad that ever so great a whole is but a congregation of 
trifles, 

Give our respects to your Companion and Sister, and tell her we 
respect her fortitude, and wish her freedom as heartily as we wish 
yours, but every thine cannot be done at once. Let her bear herself 
up like a heroine, and she will see the day come at last. 

Frieud and Fellow-Labourer, we take leave of you until we have 
more mites to send, and then you will hear from your well-wishers, 


THE PORTSEA SUBSCRIBERS, 


s. a. s. a. 
Joseph Mouland, 22d chap. wisher to Mr. Carlile and 
Deuteronomy from the 13th Family, .and. Admirer of 
to the 30th verse 0 8 Mrs. Wright, and all Mr. 
A Mathematician 1 0 Carlile’s noble. shopmen— 
John Nobes 0 10 for they are all Trumps 1 0 
N illiam Millward, an Admi- J. R. a Republican, though a 
rer ofthe Theological W orks constant Reader of Mr. 
m. Paine , 1 0 Cobbett’s Register, ever 
m. Murphy, one who ad- since the New Year’s Gift 
mires the bold and patri- to old George Rose 5 O 
otic manner in which R. B. M. the God of Nature will 
Carlile defends the princi- soon dissipate the abomina- 
ples of Paine , .0 ble hypocrisy of all the crafty 
A Friend who saw Mr. Car- Priests of the Clogher kind 1 0 
hile’s family at Portsea 1 0 E. W.an Enemy to all Super- 
Female Friend, and Well- stition 1 -0 


No. 12. Vol. VII. 
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1! J. a Friend to Justice But what say the lazy Va- | 
S. S.a Female and a true e- gabond Priests? Why tha: 

publican Lis 3, and $ are but 1. Oh! 
Rayeed Jack, made so by the fools that believe them! 

Priestcratt . B. one who does not believe 
A Lover of Liberty in what the Priests say, but 
A Rad.cal Christian ( kuow what they do — 
Mrs. Greentield, a female ite- P who has got the ist 

wblican, aud a trend to and 2d Part of the Ace of 

Mr. Mrs. and Miss Carlile Reason, and weuid be elad 
Richard Shawyer, a friend to to have the 3d | 

“a cood thing ) Q. B. a Friend to a rood 
b. M. who knows that 1 and Thing, a good Man, and a 

2 are 3, and that 2 and 1 ) eood Woman 

are 3: but knows 1 js not J.C. a Materialist 

5S, and 8 are more than 1; Chance 


gee CORE EER. SE ee 


ANNIVERSARY OCF PAINE’S BIRTH. 


ASHTON-UNDER-LINE, 


Avout fifty Friends to Civil and Religious Liberty, met at the 
house of Mr. John Clayton, in Ashton, on the 29th ult. to celebrate 
the birth-day of Thomas Paine. Mr. Jonathan Kershaw was called 
to the Chair. The Chairman briefly stated the object of the 
Meeting. 

** We are met,” said he, ‘to celebrate the natal day of the 
greatest patrician and philanthropist that this or any other country 
ever produced, whose whole life was a series of acts intended to 
ameliorate the condition of mankind; and 1 consider that by callivg 
upon ine to preside upon the present occasion, you have conferrt 
on me an honour, which | prize more than any thing in the power 
of either Whig or Tory faction to bestow, If any person preset 
wishes to offer any remarks upon the occasion, I will endeavour 
procure hiin every attention; and I hope every person here will, 
with myself, respect the right of free discussion.” 

The following Toasts were then given from the Chair, accom: 
panied with appropriate Songs :— 

1. The Immortal Memory of Thomas Paine, the Saviour of the 
Political World. ° 

Song.— God save great Thomas Paine,” &e. 

2. iichard Carlile, the bold and undaunted Advocate of Free 
Discussion, 

Song.—‘* The Standard of Freedom.” : 

3. To the Memory of our Friends who fell beneath the swords 0 
a bloody and ferocious Yeomanry at Manchester, August 16, I91¥. 

Song.—Of the Slaughter, 
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4, May every Fool who censures the Writings of Thomas Paine, 
without reading them, be compelled to wear a cap and bells until he 
has performed that task. 

Song.—** Death or Liberty.” 7 | 

De May the Spirit of Liberty infect the first army that euters 
Spain, and ma they turn their arms against those who sent them, 

Song.—“ Millions be free.” 

§, May the bold and daring example of the Spanish nation be a 
sificient stimulus to the sous of Albion. 

“ Marseillois Hymn.” 

7. When the time comes that ‘* try men’s souls,’’ may every 
Englishman's motto be ** Death or Liberty.” . d 

« Burn’s Address.” 

§. May the Manchester Magistrates never be lost sight of, until 
they have been arraigned before an impartial Tribunal of their Coun- 
Lvmen. 

‘A variety of other Toasts, &c. were given, and many important 
questions discussed, after which the party broke up highly delighted 
with the proceedings of the evening. 


eG 
HYDF, NEAR MANCHESTER, 


Ar Hyde, the Republicans met together on the 29th ult. to testif 

their esteem and veneration of the memory of the immortal Paine. 
Mapy toasts were given and several songs sung by the company, and 
ihe evening was spent in a sober, rational, social, and agreeable 
wanner. A patriotic fund was also established for the purpose of 
“pporting prosecuted and incarcerated Republicans and their fa- 
Hines, 








TO MR, R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 





Bury, Lancashire, Feb. 24, 1828, 

SIR, of the Christian Juggle. 
| Have the pleasure of forwarding through the medium of Mr, James 
Wheeler of Manchester, a small subscription, the second, from the 
Republicans of Bury, and its neighbourhood to your assistance. 

he party spirit en politics which has prevailed in Bury, has in a 
stat measure retarded the subscription for you, but 1 am happy to 
‘ay, that spirit is fast dying away, with the exceptions of a few Chris- 
tan Ranting Radicals whom 1 consider to be of little consequence to 
‘uy one but the Priest, 

You may find fault on acount of the subscribers names net being 
‘ent with the subscription. I hope you will excuse me as | had not 
“Opportunity to do it. The number may be about 106, The 
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subscription amounts to £3. 0s. 6d. 7s. 3d. of that was collected 
by George Greenhalgh, of Walshaw Lane, near Bury, And IIs. ld 
collected by Samuel Sinith at Pitt's o’the Moor, near Bury, who seng 
their best respects to you and family, and all those who are noe 
suffering in the cause of free discussion, 
I remain, yours, Ke, 
ISAAC WOOD. 





TO MR. ISAAC WOOD, BURY, LANCASHIRE. 


-—- —-- -— — oe 


CITIZEN, Dorchester Goal, March 12, 1823, 

[ RETURN my thanks to you, and the Republicans of Bury 
for this your second subscription, also to Mr. Greehalgh ant 
friends of Wallshaw Lane, and Mr. Smith and friends a 
Pitt’s o’the Moor. 

Tam not at all particular about printing the names of the 
subscribers, and consider it as a matter of choice with 
themselves: in fact, [ think a repetition of the same name: 
had better be dispensed with to make way for other matter, 
whilst the names of new subscribers. I shall always be proud 
to enrol if they wish it, upon the plan adopted by my Old- 
ham friends, [ am fully sensible that the men who cal 
themselves Radical Christians, have industriously tried to 
oppose my progress, by opposing better principles than their 
own, and that I have consequently sustainedmuch injary 
from their malice and ignorance; but I am happy to per 
ceive that Republican principles are the order of the day 
among the politicians of Lancashire, and that the Cbristiaa 
Rads begin to find themselves without legs, or tongues, 0! 
leaders. 

A Radical Christian is an animal whose first duty in the 
cause of reform, is to reform himself, for without beginnisz 
reformation at home he will never make a good member 0 
a free state. He is ignorant of all the first principles that 
are essential to public happiness and prosperity. Where ® 
priest has controul over the individual, he cannot be Ire, 
and will not be allowed to be happy. ‘That priest will 
shackle him and thrive on his industry. Did you ever 
a poor priest that had been long at the trade? Did you ev"! 
see a priest that was at the same time industrious at ay 
useful calling? Then how are they supported? And, wh 
would be the effect of Radical Reformation to them? Nee 
I answer that it would send them to the plough, the fo!" 
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the jenny, oF ihe loom: this they know, and this they oppose. 
Republicans of Bury: having received my lessons on poli- 
‘ies in the school of Uhomas Paine, I have resolved to 
trackle to no kind of prejudices, nor to respect any kind of 
delusions: acting upon this principle I am sensible that | 
expose myself to the fury of the fanatic and his deluders, but 
[have learnt that prejudices though powerful are not invin- 
cible, and that truth well supported by reason, will always 3? 
eventually triumph. Under such impressions, | have felt it 
tobe my duty, and have made it my business, to take the 
wask from the face of the mere trader in politics; even 
though his power has been equivalent to my momentary 
injury. ‘This measure has tended to disunite the all but 
: united Reformers of 1819, and has, | know, brought me the 
curses of many who found collectorships of subscriptions, 
' delegations and committees very profitable things; but the 
| principles on which that union was founded have evidently a | 
: failed in their anticipated effects: they were radically bad, 
and [ have now nearly succeeded in bringing about ano- 
ther union of a very different kind, the principles of which, 
will (1 will stake my life upon the matter) lead on to the 
accomplishment of that Radical Reform, about which so ! 
much has been said, without subscriptions, or committees, ri 
or delegations, or any other waste of time and money. is 
Y ours, in civic esteem, 


R. CARLILE. 


ed 
id. 
nd 
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CRITICAL EXAMINATION OF THE LIFE OF 4 
ST. PAUL. y 


( Continued from page 339. / 





CHAP. XII. 


Of the imperious ‘Tone and political Views of St. Paul. i 
IT appears by the writings attributed to Paul himself that aa 
the empire which he exercised over the members whom he \ 
had added to his sect, was not one of mildness. In proofof 
this, may be cited the manner in which this spiritual despot | ) 
speaks to the faithful of Corinth. “ Moreover (says be) [ H i 
call God for a record upon my soul, that to spare you, I 4 
‘ame not as yet into Corinth.”* Again, “ For to this end also | 


* 2 Corinthians, chap. 1. ver. 25. 
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did I write, that 1 might know the proof of you, whether 
ye be obedient in all things.* He threatens the Corinthians 
and says to them, “ If | come again I will not spare,” 
Again he justifies the tone in which he talks, by sayiye 
“ Therefore | write these things being absent, lest beins 
present I should use sharpness, according to the power whict 
the Lord hath given me to edification, and not to destruc. 
tion.”t Itis probably by virtue of this right of chastising 
here assumed by St. Paul, that the Pontiffs and Priests oj 
the Christians have since arrogated to themselves an uy}i- 
mited spiritual power over the thoughts of their subjects 
Their empire extended itself by degrees over their persons: 
Christian priests, exceeding the Apostle to whom the Lord 
had given this power to edify, availed themselves of it to 
destroy, those whom they found not sufficiently submissive 
to their decisions. If St Paul did not exercise over his sheep 
a power so extensive, it is doubtless because he had not, like 
our pastors, princes, magistrates and soldiers under his or- 
ders, capable of executing his hely will: with his imperious 
temper we may justly conclude that he would have con- 
ducted himself much in the same manner as some fathers of 
the church, the Pontiffs of Rome, or the Holy Inquisition. 
We see also that the Apostle, not satisfied with being sole 
judge in spiritual affairs, was desirous of the power of de- 
ciding in civil suits. ‘ Dare any of you having a matter 
against arfother go to law before the unjust, and not before 
the saints? Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the 
world? + This passage evidently proves that the Apostle 0 
the depth of his policy had already formed the design 
making the saints, 7. e. the clergy, masters of the fortunes & 
well as the consciences of the faithful. In fact, he adds. 
know ye not that we shall judgeangels? How much more, 
things that pertain to this life2 We cannot sufficiently ad: 
mire the moderation of the Christian clergy, in not havi 
ngourously acted up to the letter of this decisive text, which 
formally gives them the right of judging in all temporal af- 
fairs, or the concerns of this life. Indeed it appears accor 
ding to this passage, that Christians in their transactions 
ought to have no other judges, or even sovereigns, thaa [0 
church. It is from these maxims, that our priests have be 
come censors, or a kind of magistrates, who interiere 
every thing, and set themselves up for the judges of the lez!- 
* 2 Corinthians, chap. ii. ver. 9. 


+ 2 Corinthians, chap. xiii. ver. 2. and 10. 
} 1 Corinthians, chap. vi. ver. 1. and 2. 
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timacy of civil acts, of births and marriages, of which 
they have made themselves masters; in a few words, they 
seize upon man the moment he is born, and regulate all his 
notions until his death. It is from these pretences, that the 
popes have impudently arrogated the power of disposing of 
crowns, of exciting insurrections, and wars, and of deciding 
upon the rights of sovereigns and people. 

It isby no means surprising that the heads of the Chris- 
tian church, have at all times held up St. Paul, as a man 
divinely inspired; have for a distinction entitled him, the 
Apostle, have inculeated for his writings the most profound 
veneration, and have caused them to be considered, as the 
oraclesof the Holy Ghost. ‘This Apostle was evidently the 
architect of the church. -We may consider him especially 
as the founder of the ecclesiastical hierarchy. It is to him 
thatare owing the prerogatives, privileges, divine rights and 
pretences of the clergy. St. Paul established bishops, as- 
signed them their rights, and in his writings laid the foun- 
dations of that spiritual power, which bas since become so 
formidable to temporal authority. How could the inventor 
ofso many useful things, fail to be regarded as the organ of 
the divinity. 

Nevertheless, if we read the gospels with the slightest 
attention, we shali find that Jesus has no where spoken of 
this hierarchy or power, nor of the prerogatives of the clergy ; 
ou the contrary, we see him incessantly preaching to his 
apostles, equality, humility and poverty. But in that as in 
many other instances, our Apostle thougbt himself at liberty 
lo correct the institutions of Christ, who on all occasions 
shewed himself unfavourable to priests. These changes ef- 
fected by Paul are sufficient to make us acquainted with his 
secret policy. He endeavoured apparently to make bim- 
self the spiritual and temporal head of the churches, which 
he had by his labours, founded among tbe Gentiles, with 
Whom, as we have shewn, he had more success than amongst 
the Jews. It was to gain them over that he became all 
things to all men, that he dispensed them, as we have said, 
from the most essential ordinances of the Mosaic law. In 
short he had the secret of insinuating himself, into tbe minds 
*dolators, whom he sometimes took by surprize accomo- 
ang himself to their capacities, and giving them as he 
himself has said, sometimes milk, and at others, solid food. 
AS we have already sufficiently shewn, Paul after his suc- 


“esses with the Gentiles, gave himself little trouble respecting 
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ship; and openly declared himself against the Mosaic late 
As we have seen he went himself to Jerusalem, to solicit 
decree, to dispense the Gentiles from the rite of cireumei- 
sion ; this he had much at heart, feeling how necessary 4h), 
indulgence was, in order to secure his new subjects, “Thy 
it was he who enlarged the breach, though small in its of. 
gin, which separated the Jews trom the Christians, or Na. 
zarenes. This conduct naturally displeased the rest of the 
apostles, who appeared, even after the council, always at- 
tached to the Jewish ordinances, but who on this occasion, 
found themselves compelled to cede to Paul, or at leas 
to temporize with a man who had gained an ascendancy over 
them. 


{To be Continued, ) 








TO MRS. S. WRIGHT. 





Mapbam, London, Feb. 8, 1823, 
I HAVE with sorrow and indignation, read the account of the sen- 
tence passed upon you and Tunbridge yesterday. 1 had, a few 
minutes before been reading Mr. Middleton’s ‘ Geography of 
Turkey ;”’ and at page ninety two, I read the two following set- 
tences: which are an honour to the Turkish Government, and 
ought to be imitated by all the Governments in Europe. Here are 
the two sentences: “ ALL RELIGIONS ARE TOLERATED IN 
GEOKGIA, EVERY ONE BEING AT LIBERTY TO THIN, 
PRAY, AND SPEAK AS HE PLEASES, IN GEORGIA, 4 
MERCHANT IS LESS RESPECTED THAN A MECHAM, 
AND A MECHANIC LESS THAN A HUSBANDMAX’ 
These speak for themselves, I wish that you would desire our hy- 
poeritical Judges to read the above; but more particularly Bayley, 
who said, when he passed sentence on Tunbridge, that the English 
law, with respect to opinion, was as liberal, nay more so, than the 
law of any other country. He said that ‘it forced no man to adopt 
any particular system.” You should have said no, but it forces every 
man who is an house-keeper to pay. But you might have said, that 
it does force every man to attend church, or he is liable to bave @ 
action brought against him; which was the case about two ye! 
back, 
lam, Madam, your obedient servant 
S, H. 
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Giltspur “treet Conipter, March !4, 1823, 
How great an outcry has been set up of late, by those canting pre- 


tenders to piety and religion, the Editors of the Ministerial Jour- 
yals, and their correspondents, against infidelity and its supporters. 


And for what? because it atiacks the existing abuses in Church and 
State, which are their (the Editors) and their patrons, only source of 
ewolument, and from which they derive all their power; and what does 
allthis outery amount to ? nota refutation of the principles adopted by 
Jnfidels, but an abuse of ail those who are honest and bold enough 
) avow and defend them. What is it that Infidels want? Do 
they want to create anarchy and confusion in the nation, that they 
way profit by such a state of affairs? Do they want to undermine 
and destroy the bonds of civilsociety ¢ Do they want to erase from 
the minds of mankind all moral restraint and influence, that they 
may indulge with impunity in all the irregular desires to which 
human nature is subject ? They do not. Let any one examine their 
publications, and if he is a candid and impartial reader, he must 
admit, that the very reverse of ali thrs is constantly incalculcated and 
enforced. And would this be the case, were their sentiments in 
uiison with what is laid to their charge, as above mentioned? = It is 
impossible. They would not advise even-handed justice to be ad- 
winistered to all; they would not enforce the strictest morality, in- 
sist on the sacreduess of personal property, the obligation we lay 
uider to assist all and injure none; were they not convinced that all 
these are essential to the well-being of society, and that no commu- 
ity could exist without them. 

Again could it be supposed that in this enlightened state of 
society, any one should be so dead to all feelings of humanity, as 
lo advise the adoption of corporeal punishment, in addition to those 
already resorted to, for a difference on theological subjects ? Such is 
the fact! a writer in ** The Morning Post” of the 10th ultimo, thinks 
il flogging was adopted it would prevent Infidels from propagating 
their principles, at least in the open and manly manner which they 
have done of late, I, however, chuse to disagree with this whipper- 
in of Christianity, and think, that those who have already avowed 
their principles, in the face of the nation, would have done the same 
had they known a whipping awaited them: What should prevent 
an Infidel to Christianity suffering as much for asserting the eternity 
ot matter, as Christians have suffered for asserting that there is 
an eternal almighty nothing, the creator and _preserver of all 
things? Such Infidels have reasons as good for believing in their 
‘ystems, as Christians, or the majority of Christians have for believ- 


ae on the credit of others what they have never examined, infidels 


» Christianity examine with impartiality the different opinions of 
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men, and adopt the most consistent. He is convinced from th, 
evil he sees in the world, that it is not the production, nor under 4, 
superintendence of an infinitely good and almighty Being, He ;, 
convinced that what cannot be destroyed, must be eternal. and fy 
this reason he believes that matter is eternal. He also consider ; 
more consistent to believe, and assert, that the universe is eer) 
than to suppose that an ideal being (who has no existence but jy 
the brains of enthusiastic religionists,) made this earth six thousand 
years ago from nothing, and placed over it the sun, moon, and star. 
made also from nothing, to give light to the new made earth! fy 
looks also at the religions on the earth, and they are not few, ay) 
he sees them all laying claim to a divine Grigin, and denouncing «| 
the others as false and damnable. Viewing them impartially, |» 
sees them introduced by fraud, established by war and _ bloodshed, 
and the source of most of the evils that afflict mankind. Hence his 
reasons for rejecting them all, as equaily fa'se and delusive, {He 
considers, that his chief employiment ought to be, to advance his 
own happiness, and as much as lays in his power, the happiness oi 
others. And how can we do this effectually, bat by letting mankind 
know that their happiness depends on their own exertions, and not 
on the will of a capricious being, as easy irritated as themselves; 
that if they will be happy, they must adopt the means to secure it, bi 
performing the duties devolving on them as good citizeus towards 
each other, by observing the laws which are made for their mutual 
benefit, and by resisting every attempt that is made to deprive them 
of their liberties. 

As a great part of mankind do not know their rights, those that 
do know them would be wanting in their duty if they refused to 
impart that knowledge tov others. We advance the happiuess of our 
fellow creatures by telling them that all men are born with equal nghts; 
that they ought to be governed by men of their own choice, that their 
property and persons ought to be secured by laws of their own making; 
that if any man or set of men attempt to oppress them, they have not 
only a right to resist, but resistance becomes a sacred duty; the! 
Priests and Kings are inimical to their happiness, for they hare 
always been confederated to oppress their deluded supporters; thal 
they have a right to change any system of Government, that ¢x- 
cludes the majoritiy of the people trom having a voice therein; that 
they have a right to speak and publish their opinions on all subjects: 
and that all attempts to prevent them are oppressive, unjust and 
tyrannical, 

These opinions I have adopted, and I wish to communicate then 
to others. I shall do it wherever or whenever I have the oppo!” 
nity. fam proud to avow myself an infidel. 1 feel that f stand °" 
firm ground, that I have imbibed principles which cannot be shakeu 
or contuted, All the abuse of hireling scribes will not daun me," 
shall I be deterred by the advised whippings of a follower of hin, 
who came, ** not to send peace on earth but a sword.” 


W. V. HOLME*. 


al. 
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CHRISTIAN MYSTERIES EXPLAINED, 


vy A DIALOGUE BETWEEN A MANDARIN AND A MISSIONARY. 


Preacher. You must know, Sir, that Il am come trom a distant country. 
to instruct you the sacred truths ot the most tloly Christian Relivion. 

Mundarin. You surprise me, are there more religions than one ! 

P, My Friend, give thanks to God tor having conducted me among 
vou, that you may be emancipated from your gross idolatry and ignorance. 
Do you not know thea that God has made himself a man'? 

M. assure you it is the first time I have heard such a thing: but, 
pray, Why did he become a man ! | 

P. Know that the first man ate an apple’, which God had forbidden 
him to eat’, in consequence of which ail his posterity were condemned to 
eternal punishment *. At another time, men became so criminal, that the 
Almighty repented of having created them”, and drowned them all, with 
the exception of eight persons®. ‘The posterity of these became no better, 
God continued to be displeased, and it was necessary in order to recon- 
cile him to mankind, that God the Son should hecome a man, to appease 
God the Father’. 

M. Tam a little astonished at your description of this divine family, 
pray has God any other sons or daughters ! 

P. No: God has no other sons or daughters. 

M. Ohi! he has only a son: but pray how do you know the sex? 

P. God is incorporeal 8, he has no sex. 

M. No sex! then how could God the Father produce God the Son? 

P. He begot him °. 

i. God must then not only have a sex, but he must have a wile also. 

P. I cannot help smiling at your igncrance. God the Sen, was begot- 
ted trom all eternity !. 

M. My Friend, there is an apparent contradiction, it is not possible tor 
bod the Son (who was begotten) to be as old as the Father who begot 
um. And you say that God the Father had not any other children ! 

P. No, but there is a Third Person, who-proceeds from the Father and 
the Son", 

M. I suppose he was begotten also? 

P. No, certainly not, and I beg you will take care what you say, or 
sou wl be guilty of heresy. e 

sy - not understand you. . . . 

- U, Sir, these are mysterics, which God himself has revealed to men, 
to the end that they might not understand them ™. 

M. Wonderful! 


Ive ; — 

Nicene Creed, 2 Gen. iii. 6. 3 Gen, i, 17, Geu. ill, Deo 

j by 1, 17, 5 Gen. vi. 5,6 . © Gen. vii, 7.21. 7 Art. Relig. 2, 
it . Relig, 1. 9 Art. Relig. 2. 10 Art. Relig. 2, Nicene Creed. 
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P. God wishes to humble men’s reason, and set it at naught. 

M. Then you make no use of your reason? 

P. O yes, we are allowed to use 1t in all other actions of our lives: | 
in matters of religion it would be impicus. 

M. Well, I do not really understand all this; but I find you have the 


Gods. 


P. No, no, do not mistake me, we have indeed three Persons, th 
is the Father, the second is the Son, the third is the Holy Spirit ; but 
these three make only one’. ; , 

M. How, Sir! three make one, and one make three? 

P. Yes, it is so. 

WZ. Then it is contrary to all rules of arithmetic. 

P. True, but our holy reiigion is far above all r 
explain the whole to you. 

M. Pray describe to me the third Person you speak of, or the Huy 
ilas the Holy Ghost been a man also / ' 

P. No, but on several occasions he became like a pigeon", we « 
know that this is his natural form, but he appeared in that shape to! 
Apostles. 

M. And so you say that the Son of God has been Man frow all Ete- 


Ghost. 


nity >? 


P. O no, he has only been man for eighteen hundred vears, I told vou 
he was begotten from all Eternity. 

M. Then his mother must have gone an immense long time with chid 
of him; but pray who was she? 

P. She was a Virgin 

M. Indeed! then she would certainly be greatly surprised 
herself with child, knowing herself to be a Virgin? 

P. Yes, you are right: but an angel came to prepare her, that six 
might not be alarmed at her situation '?! but I suppose you will be mor 
surprised when I tell you that she was betrothed to one Joseph a (a- 
penter '*. 

M. Ono; I understand this mystery better than any of the others. 

P. Nay, do not jest, Sir, her husband had not slept with her °; we 
have it so revealed to us. 

M. And pray how did she conceive ? 

P. By the operation of the Holy Ghost”. 

M. But you have told me that the Holy Ghost proceeds from the Sv, 
how then could he produce the Son? : 

P. Yes, Sir, it is so, the Holy Church has decided that it is so", 

M. Well, and what kind of lite did the Son lead? | 

e - He served in his father’s shop as a Carpenter till he was thirty years 
of age, and was very useful to him ~. 

M. Indeed, Sir, I perceive you have sublime notions of the Deity. 

P. At the age of thirty® he began to preach to the people in tt 
try, which lasted about two years, at length the magistrates became 
ecause in his sermons he said a gre : ; 
men*, and the ofticers of government». Foreseeing that he was 1m dange: 
of being punished, he chose twelve of his most trusty friends, and 4 
them under arms™ as a guard to his person, to be upon the water 


pleased with him, b 


'S St. Athanasius Creed, 
Apostles Creed. 
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sar of his enemies ; and he was so much alarmed, that the sweat ram 
som him like great drops ot blood ai At length atter some skirmishing 
notween his party and the othcers of government™, he was arrested ®, 
od and condemned ”, and was crucified between two robbers *!. 

~ yf. And he died ? 

P’Yes*®. 

V. And was buried ? 

P. Yes®. | 

V. Then I suppose that is the end of the history? 

P. No, Sir, you go too fast, he died it is true, and six hundred years 
vierwards it was discovered that he descended into hell, but it was on 
spsideration that God would pardon mankind for their sins *. 

V. Oh! [understand you. God would pardon the sins of mankind, 
because they had put his son to death. Truly uothing could be better 
IV wmagined. But what proof have you of all this! 
| P. The writings of his disciples. 

M. But what said the people ? 

P. They contradicted it. 

M. Oh, Sir! I find that your proofs and your reasonings are much upon 
alevel; but did he perform any miracles ? 

P. Yes, at a marriage feast, when the company had drank all the wine 
in the house, he changed above a hundred gallons of water into wine ; 
he cursed a fig-tree till it withered and died*® because it had not figs 
upon it in winter®: he filled the nets of his disciples with fishes * ; cured 
aman that was blind with a little dust and spittle*'; cast seven devils 
oat of one woman *; and he cast a legion, or about six thousand, out of 

ig aman, and sent them into the bellies of two thousand pigs*'; at which 
the pigs were so frightened, that they ran headlong into the sea and were 
drowned *; and yet he was so humble in his disposition that never in his 
ite did he own that he was God. 

M. Then why do you believe it? 

P. His Sectaries have disputed a long time om this important article, as 
well as on the nature of the Holy Ghost, because three Persons are not 
spoken of in the Olid ‘Testament, and twelve hundred years had passed 
wer, before it was found out that the Holy Ghost was God®: and as for 
the divinity of Jesus, three hundred years of disputes, troubles, massacres, 
and bloodshed, suthced to decide the matter in his favour’. . 

M. As you love and adore this God so much, I suppose he was born 
in your country? 

P. No, he was born in another quarter of the globe. 
| M. Indeed ! you go very far to seek your God. Ile must then have 
eft a book of doctrines of religion, which you thought_proper to adopt ? 

P. No, he did not teach a new religion, nor did he write any thing: 
but'some of his disciples have written his history and discourses. 

M. And there I suppose your religion is exactly prescribed ! 

- Ono, we have only a few particulars of his life, accompanied by 
‘ome moral precepts ; he has there declared that he came to fulfil the an- 
“ent law, and not to change or alter a tittle of it*. 


: Luke xxii. 44, 23 Matt. xxvi. 51. 29 Matt. xxvi. 57. 99 Matt. xavii. 11—26, 


Matt, xxvii, 38. 32. Mark xv. 37. $3 Mark xv. 46, 34 Judge Bailey’s 
_— on the Common Prayer. 35 Nicene Creed. ™ Johnii. 3. | 
| one ii. 6. 38 Mark xi. 20. 39 Mark xi.13. = _Luke v. 6. 
. 3 “ry x.6—7, 42 Mark xvi. 9. 43 Mark v. 9. “ Mark v. 13. 
bid. St. Athanasius Creed. ‘7 Nicene Creed. * Matt. v.17, 18. 
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M. Then there was a particular religion in the couvtry where! 
horn, before lus time / ; 

P. Yes. 

M. Then I suppose, of course, that you still observe that same reli 
seeing that your God came to confirm it? s 

P. No; ours is in direct opposition to it! 

M. Whence then is your new religion, tor you say that it was nt 
nounced by your God ! 

P. We have explained, commented and interpreted without ceasine 
eighteen hundred years, on the discourses of Christ, as given us by | 
disciples, and we have drawn from them a long succession of dogmas ap 
mysteries, quite new. 

M. And do you all agree in these interpretations ? 

P. No, far from it; indeed it is not likely that we should; f, ; 
Apostles themselves were not always agreed in their doctrines and oj). 
nions. One of them’ held that it was unecessary to unite the old religion. 
which we have just spoken of, to the new one; while another of then 
violently opposed it to his face*'; and in the second and third centuric 
of Christianity, there became such a variety of conflicting and contradi- 
tory opinions amongst the primitive Fathers of the Church”, and such a 
profusion of discordant and contradictory Epistles, Gospels, and othe: 
pieces, to the number of an hundred or more (several of which are stil 
extant) were written and ascribed to Jesus Christ and his Apostles, 
other Disciples, that it became very difficult, if not impossible, to distia- 
guish the canonical from the spurious writings. Disputes ran so high in 
consequence*’, that it became necessary for the Emperor® of a countr:, 
in which they had made some footing, to call a council, which consisted 
of no less than $18 bishops”, im order to settle the disputes, and to drav 
up a creed of faith’, which all Christians afterwards were to abide by, in 
order, if possible, to bring about something like unanimity in the Chureb. 

M. Well, Sir, and did this Council succeed in accomplishing the objects 
for which it met? 

P. Why no; but very partially so, for they soon got to accusing and 
anathematizing each other®’, and it was probably owing to the imterte- 
rence of the Emperor, that they were restrained from greater violence: 
they however succeeded in selecting from about 130 Epistles, Gospels, ani 
other Pieces, which till then had been generally held to be canonical, 27 
only; these they considered to be genuine and ‘authentic: the others 
were rejected as spurious, or at least apocryphal, but notwithstandirs 
this check to the impositions practised upon the Church, there have sine 
that time been some instances of fraud®, and Christians still continue t 
be as much divided in their opinions, as ever, in short, we have at ® 
times been disputing, fighting, and killing each other on account of then. 

M. Well, Lam very sorry to tell you, that I do not think your religic" 
very attracting. 

P. What do you say? | 

M. Why, as you do not agree in your explanations, and you quarre 
and kill each other about them, your religion does not at all please ™*: 
but I suppose it was adopted by the people where your God dwelt ! 
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Pp, You are again deceived, Christ had but a very small number of f 
, 


usciples in his own country, and those were from the lowest class of the 


eu What do you say, Sir? Was not his doctrine believed by those 
people he caine to instruct! And did not his miracles strike conviction to ; 
J] who saw them! ; 

" p. No: the bulk of the people took him to be an impostor; and even 


he apostles themselves who were eye and ear-witnesses to them, do not a | 
appear to have been very stedfast in their belief of the divinity of bis mis- ae i 
op. One of them took a bribe for betraying him into the hands of the 4 ‘ 
rr wagistrates™; another, on his being accused of being one of his party, ae 
s oursed and swore that he did not know him®; and a third was a violent re ei 
yersecutor of the sect, and held the clothes of some of the populace, } h 
while they were engaged in stoning one of the apostles to death™; so that . i 
t even required another miracle to be wrought® jor the express purpose 


of convinciug him. 
M. Then seeing that the bulk of the people who saw his miracles were wd 
not convinced by them’, and the belief of the apostles seems to be so 
very ambigueus, Why do you believe them, you who came 1800 years ; 
atter him? y 
P. O, Sir, all things require an explanation. Know, then, that God hy 
vat his Son among his people, whose hearts he hardened purposely that Fy 
they might not believe him. iy 
M. Well explained, your mode of reasoning, is quite convincing, but ‘Wl 
pray who were the people amongst whom your Ged was born? i 
: P. Jews, Jews. of 
4 M. I never heard of such a people. : 
P. No, I believe you, they were but a very smail uation ef people, and ES 
: vecupied so small a territory that their reputation did not extend far ; o 
| nevertheless they were formerly God’s favourite people. God chose then jf 
; rum amongst all the nations of the earth; he governed them himself, and Ape 
often conversed with their chiefs”. And he was so attentive to them take 
tLat he condescended to direct them how to cut, shape, and ornament a 
; their coats™ and breeches”; and the people were so grateful to him for ae 
, his kindness towards them, that they smote and slew the other nations, #8 
their neighbours, with an unparallelled ferocity; ripping up women with we 
cuild™, and not leaving a soul to breathe”. ‘But on one occasion they Q 
iad the humanity to save thirty-thousand young virgins, (who had not 
toown man by lying with him) alive for themselves”. Sometimes indeed oo. 
‘e was angry with his people”, and ordered them to massacre each 
“her”; and at one time three thousand were put to death by their own 
“ozens, at the express command of God7*. —At another-time God ordered Ps! 
‘ne of the Kings to murder every soul, man, woman, and child, of a na- Ps 
Won they had vauquished”; but the King had the audacity to spare a i 
‘‘w who were not in a state to defend themselves; for which he was a 
punished. A son of this King was condemned to die for eating a little ae 
: whey on the day of a battle ®, and God (who was justly irritated at them | 
: both) proscribed them, and made choice of a new King®. This King i 
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(whom God had expressly chosen) committed aduiiery with the wis 
one of his generals“, and massacred her husband®. By the adultress 
had a son, who kept seven hundred wives and three hundred coneyly, 

in his seraglio ™, but you must know that these two Kings, the Father ay) 


Dy 


the Son, were cherished by God: both had heavenly benedictions heaped 
on their heads. The Father was a man after God’s own heart®, and th 
Son was the wisest of men. The Son of God who became a may. i 
scended in a direct line from this wisest of men, and from the adulte 
whom we have just spoken™. 

M. O, Sir, I am quite shocked at your impious ideas. 

P. I told you that the conduct of God was always mysterious, py. 
posely to humble man’s weak reason. The first Legislator, God gaye + 
his favourite people was an assassin“! ; but he had nevertheless the gif 9 
performing miracles”. Ile composed a code of religious and civil rite 
and laws“, which we still revere, as having been inspired by the Deity, 

M. And yet you donot observe them ? 

P. No, truly: we hold all those people in horror who do so. It is try 
that these were formerly the chosen people of God, and all other nations 
were rejected by him: afterwards the other naticns were chosen, and thi 
favourite people rejected. Do you not admire, Sir, the wisdom and ju:- 
tice of the God we adore? 

M. My blood runs chill at your impious ideas ; I cannot bear to hear 
you any longer, so farewell; and may sober reflection bring you to your 
right reason: 


Tess ' 
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